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(2) Such imported line pipe that is the
product of Mexico or of Canada shall not be
subject to the increase in duty established
by this proclamation.

(3) I hereby suspend, pursuant to section
503(c)(1) of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(1)), duty-free treatment for line pipe
the product of beneficiary countries under
the Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) (Title V of the Trade Act, as amended
(19 U.S.C. 2461-2467)); pursuant to section
213(e)(1) of the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act, as amended (CBERA) (19
U.S.C. 2703(e)(1)), duty-free treatment for
line pipe the product of beneficiary countries
under that Act (19 U.S.C. 2701-2707); pur-
suant to section 204(d)(1) of the Andean
Trade Preference Act, as amended (ATPA)
(19 U.S.C. 3203(d)(1)), duty-free treatment
for line pipe the product of beneficiary coun-
tries under that Act (19 U.S.C. 3201-3206);
and pursuant to section 403(a) of the Trade
and Tariff Act of 1984 (19 U.S.C. 2112 note),
duty-free treatment for line pipe the product
of Israel under the United States-Israel Free
Trade Area Implementation Act of 1985 (the
“IFTA Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2112 note), to the
extent necessary to apply the increase in duty
to those products, as specified in the Annex
to this proclamation.

(4) Effective at the close of March 1, 2003,
or at the close of the date that may earlier
be proclaimed by the President as the termi-
nation of the import relief set forth in the
Annex to this proclamation, the suspension
of duty-free treatment under the GSP, the
CBERA, the ATPA, and the IFTA Act shall
terminate, unless otherwise provided in such
later proclamation, and qualifying goods the
product of beneficiary countries or of Israel
entered under such programs shall again be
eligible for duty-free treatment.

(5) Effective at the close of March 1, 2004,
or such other date that is 1 year from the
close of this relief, the U.S. note and tariff
provisions established in the Annex to this
proclamation shall be deleted from the HTS.

(6) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.
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(7) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation, including the Annex
hereto, shall be effective with respect to
goods entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after March 1, 2000,
and shall continue in effect as provided in
the Annex to this proclamation, unless such
actions are earlier expressly modified or
terminated.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of February, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:50 a.m., February 22, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on February 23. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Memorandum on Action Concerning
Line Pipe Imports

February 18, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Treasury, the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Action Under Section 203 of the
Trade Act of 1974 Concerning Line Pipe

On December 22, 1999, the United States
International Trade Commission (USITC)
submitted a report to me that contained: (1)
a determination pursuant to section 202 of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the
“Trade Act”), that certain circular welded
carbon quality line pipe (line pipe) is being
imported into the United States in such in-
creased quantities as to be a substantial cause
of serious injury or threat of serious injury
to the domestic line pipe industry; and (2)
negative findings by the USITC pursuant to
section 311(a) of the North American Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (the
“NAFTA Implementation Act”) with respect
to imports of line pipe from Canada and
Mexico.

After taking into account all relevant con-
siderations, including the factors specified in
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section 203(a)(2) of the Trade Act, I have
implemented action of a type described in
section 203(a)(3) of that Act. | have deter-
mined that the most appropriate action is an
increase in duty on imports of certain line
pipe. The additional duty will be 19 percent
ad valorem in the first year of relief, declin-
ing to 15 and 11 percent ad valorem in the
second and third years, respectively. The first
9,000 short tons of imports from each
supplying country will be exempted from the
increase in duty during each year that the
action is in effect. |1 have proclaimed such
action for a period of 3 years and 1 day in
order to facilitate efforts by the domestic in-
dustry to make a positive adjustment to im-
port competition.

In this regard, | instruct the Secretary of
the Treasury to publish or otherwise make
available, on a weekly basis, import statistics
that will enable importers to identify when
imports from each supplying country ap-
proach and then exceed the 9,000 short ton
threshold. | further instruct the Secretary of
the Treasury to establish monitoring cat-
egories for those countries with American
Petroleum Institute certified (API-certified)
line pipe production facilities. Any importa-
tions of line pipe from a country without an
APl-certified line pipe production facility
should be treated as line pipe subject to this
action but monitored for possible trans-
shipment. | further instruct the Secretary of
the Treasury to seek to obtain by March 1,
2000, a statistical subdivision in the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule for the covered
products specified in the Annex to the proc-
lamation. The Secretary of the Treasury will
monitor line pipe imports that are the prod-
uct of Mexico and Canada by country of ori-
gin throughout the period of this action and
report to the United States Trade Represent-
ative on relevant volumes each quarter dur-
ing the period of this action, or more often
as needed, or as the United States Trade
Representative may request.

I have determined, pursuant to section
312(a) of the NAFTA Implementation Act,
that imports of line pipe produced in Canada
and Mexico, considered individually, do not
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contribute importantly to the serious injury,
or threat of serious injury. Therefore, pursu-
ant to section 312(b) of the NAFTA Imple-
mentation Act, the safeguard measure will
not apply to imports of line pipe that is the
product of Canada or Mexico.

I have determined that the actions de-
scribed above will facilitate efforts by the do-
mestic industry to make a positive adjust-
ment to import competition and provide
greater economic and social benefits than
costs. This action will provide the domestic
industry with necessary temporary relief
from increasing import competition, while
also assuring our trading partners continued
access to the U.S. market.

Pursuant to section 204 of the Trade Act,
the USITC will monitor developments with
respect to the domestic industry, including
the progress and specific efforts made by
workers and firms in the domestic industry
to make a positive adjustment to import com-
petition, and will provide to me and to the
Congress a report on the results of its moni-
toring no later than the date that is the mid-
point of the period during which the action
I have taken under section 203 of that Act
is in effect. | further instruct the United
States Trade Representative to request the
USITC pursuant to section 332(g) of the Tar-
iff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C.
1332(g)), to examine the effects of this action
on both the domestic line pipe industry and
the principal users of line pipe in the United
States, and to report on the results of its in-
vestigation in conjunction with its report
under section 204(a)(2).

The United States Trade Representative
is authorized and directed to publish this
memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:50 a.m., February 22, 2000]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on February 23. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders
on Action Concerning Line Pipe
Imports

February 18, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

I am pleased to provide to the Congress
documents called for by section 203(b) of the
Trade Act of 1974, as amended, pertaining
to the safeguard action that | proclaimed
today on imports of line pipe.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
February 19, 2000

Good morning. On February 12, 1926, as
a tribute to the birthdays of Frederick
Douglass and Abraham Lincoln, the noted
African-American scholar and historian
Carter G. Woodson initiated Black History
Week, the forerunner of what has become
Black History Month.

This observance is important because
many of the stereotypes and much of the dis-
trust between the races are the result of his-
torical inaccuracies or omissions that have
persisted over too many years. The truth is,
whether we’re talking about the heroic
freedom-fighting efforts of the Black Moses,
Harriet Tubman, or the landmark legal ac-
complishments of Thurgood Marshall, we're
really talking about vital aspects of all Ameri-
cans’ history. But too many Americans are
not aware of the extraordinary contributions
African-Americans have made to the life of
our Nation, and that’s a tragedy.

Together, we have come a mighty long
way. Today, we're in the midst of the longest
and strongest economic expansion in our Na-
tion’s history—nearly 21 million new jobs;
unemployment at 4 percent, the lowest rate
in 30 years; incomes up across all groups of
American workers; and among African-
Americans, poverty and unemployment rates
at the lowest levels ever recorded. Crime,
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which has been especially devastating to
many African-American neighborhoods, is
now the lowest it's been in 25 years. We've
cut taxes for millions of hard-pressed working
families and cut the welfare rolls in half,
while moving millions of people—almost 7
million of them—from welfare to work.

But still there are wide and disturbing dis-
parities in health, income, perceptions of jus-
tice, and educational achievements that
break down along the color line. It is clear
we must do more to close these gaps and
give all our citizens a chance both to con-
tribute to and share in our growing prosperity
and promise. That is one of the reasons |
created a One America Office in the White
House last year, and why the Vice President
and | have worked so hard to bring loans
and new investments to distressed commu-
nities through empowerment zones, the
Community Reinvestment Act, community
development banks, and now, through our
new markets initiative.

Especially, we need to make sure our
young people are prepared for this new econ-
omy, by helping every child enter school
ready to learn and graduate ready to succeed.
More Americans—and more African-Ameri-
cans—are going on to college than ever be-
fore. But we must give every child that
chance, and we must help their families
shoulder the burden.

Today I'm pleased to announce that the
Department of Labor is awarding $223 mil-
lion in youth opportunity grants to bring edu-
cation and job training to up to 44,000 young
people in 36 communities, from Watts to the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. This will pro-
vide a lifeline of opportunity to any young
person willing to work for a better future.
And it's a key component of our broader
youth opportunity agenda.

We've requested an increase of $1.3 billion
this year to bring an array of education and
training assistance to at-risk youth, from the
GEAR UP and TRIO mentoring and support
programs to get more kids on the right track
to success, to an increase in Pell grants to
help more of them afford the cost of college.

These youth opportunity grants will draw
on the experience and dedication of people
like Jacquelene Sharp Massey of Baltimore’s
Career Academy. For 20 years, Jacquelene



